
  
 

 

    

  
    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CNBC: NAACP President and CEO Derrick Johnson on AI at CNBC Work Summit 

2023 

NAACP President and CEO Derrick Johnson joins us to share his thoughts on equity 

in AI, and to discuss his recent work with the U.S. Senate AI Forum, where top 

leaders from labor, financial institutions, advocacy organizations, and think tanks 

gathered to discuss the nexus of artificial intelligence and the workforce, with an eye 

toward how the federal government can ensure AI benefits for those across the 

economic spectrum. 

 

CNN: Biden Admin Delaying Menthol Cigarette Ban Over Politics 

NAACP President and CEO, Derrick Johnson: “Failure to enact a menthol cigarette 

ban would be a clear indication that Black lives do not matter to those in power.” 

#DoSomething 

 

The New York Times: White House Delays a Decision on Banning Menthol 

Cigarettes 

“What we’re seeing now,” said Patrice Willoughby, vice president of policy and 

legislative affairs at the NAACP, “is the reaction of a very well-organized industry that 
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has been peddling death to the Black community.” 

 

Reuters: Voter advocates, conservative activists brace for 2024 election showdowns 

NAACP President Derrick Johnson said Trump had "polluted our system of elections 

and our confidence in it in a way that we have not seen since the 1950s, before the 

Voting Rights Act." The 1965 law helped enfranchise Black citizens after decades of 

racist laws that were enacted in Southern states to legalize racial segregation after the 

U.S. Civil War. 

 

The Hill: Don’t be duped by Trump’s claims of Black support 

Arkansas’ Republican legislature was being challenged by the state’s NAACP, for 

drawing a map of state legislative districts that failed to reflect the Black population of 

the state. Their map had only 11 state legislative districts with a majority of Black 

voters. The NAACP argued that proportional representation for the state’s Black 

population required 16 such districts. 

 

The Hollywood Reporter: NAACP President Derrick Johnson on Remaking the 

American classic film ‘The Color Purple’ 

NAACP President Derrick Johnson talks to THR on the red carpet about celebrating 

Black Excellence in the Entertainment Industry, Remaking an American classic, and 

more. 

 

The Hill: The Hill’s Top Lobbyists 2023 

In January, Capitol Hill opened its doors to lobbyists once again after pandemic 

restrictions were lifted. That means corporate lobbyists, hired guns, association 

leaders and grassroots activists are back in full force, and these top lobbyists have 

had to navigate a divided Congress. Grassroots Top Lobbyists of 2023: Hilary Shelton 

and Patrice Willoughby, NAACP 

 

EPA: Broad range of leaders and advocates applaud Biden-Harris Administration’s 

proposal to strengthen the lead and copper rule to protect communities from lead in 

drinking water 

NAACP President and CEO Derrick Johnson: “From Mississippi to Maryland, Black 

America has been forced to bear the brunt of a water crisis they did not create. The 

NAACP applauds the Biden Administration for taking meaningful steps toward fulfilling 

their promise to make clean water a reality for all. Now, we look forward to working 

with Administrator Regan on community-centered education and implementation. This 

is what advocacy in action looks like.” 

 

Axios: Chicago left out of EPA's new lead action plan 
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“If the residents could afford pipe replacement, it would have already happened. Now 

is the time to make clear that environmental justice communities are not saddled with 

significant costs or loans that can never be repaid with service line replacements,” 

Abre' Conner of the NAACP said Friday. 

 

Variety: Mario Van Peebles’ Civil Rights Drama ‘The Price for Freedom’ Sets January 

Production Start (EXCLUSIVE) 

Mario Van Peebles has set his latest film “The Price for Freedom,” which tells the 

story of civil rights pioneers and NAACP organizers Harry T. and Harriette V. Moore, 

who were instrumental in advancing the cause for Black voters in Florida. 

 

KBLA: New Rules for Portraying Black Folks on Screen w/the NAACP's Kyle Bowser 

Attorney Kyle Bowser is the Senior Vice President of the Hollywood NAACP where he 

oversees the NAACP Image Awards. He is a former entertainment industry executive, 

creator and producer. 

 

The Black Wall Street Times: The battle for democracy is in “flyover” states, not 

Capitol Hill 

The NAACP and Groundwork Project are coming together to provide resources for 

organizers in "flyover" states like Oklahoma, West Virginia, Alabama and Mississippi. 

Local organizers are achieving monumental feats with scant resources and almost no 

national attention. They are democracy’s unsung heroes, and their stories deserve to 

be told. 

 

Black Press USA: California-Hawaii Conference of the NAACP Is Hosting 36th 

Convention in San Francisco 

The NAACP California Hawaii State Conference is hosting its 36th State Convention, 

Oct. 26-29, at the San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront. This year’s NAACP 

CA/HI State Convention theme is “This Is How We Thrive.” The convention will bring 

together elected officials, activists, organizers, faith leaders, and entertainers for 

workshops and discussions to promote solutions to some of the most pressing issues 

facing Black communities within California and Hawaii. 

 

Black Voice News: Keep It Local Business Fund Grants $200k to Community 

Entrepreneurs 

On #GivingTuesday, November 28, the Nextdoor Kind Foundation awarded 20 U.S. 

small business owners of color microgrants from the Keep It Local Business Fund in 

partnership with the NAACP, and Hello Alice, the free platform helping over one 

million small businesses launch and grow. 
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STATEMENTS: 

• NAACP President and CEO Key Speaker at CNBC Work Summit 

• NAACP Condemns Passage of House Resolution Seeking to Decimate Student 

Loan Forgiveness 

• Centering Black Voices at COP28: A Call for Environmental Justice 

 

CHAMPIONS FOR CHANGE 

   

 

 

Did you catch our latest call-out during The New York Times’ election and politics podcast 

The Run-Up? 

 

We are dedicated to ensuring that the Black community can thrive in all areas. Join us 

today as a Champion for Change, a sustaining member of the NAACP — and become 

part of a movement that is 100+ years in the making. 
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Our sustainers are individuals who share our vision of a world where everyone has the 

chance to reach their full potential, regardless of race or background. By becoming a 

monthly giver, you will help us fuel the movement toward building Black social and political 

power. 

 

Together, we can build a future where everyone can exercise their civil rights without fear 

of discrimination. 

   

 

 

CELEBRATING OUR ACTIVISTS 

   

 

 

During the 55th NAACP Image Awards, we’ll have the honor of recognizing the hard work 

and dedication of outstanding NAACP members through our 2024 Activist of the Year and 

Youth Activist of the Year awards. 
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These awards are given to individuals who have demonstrated a fierce commitment to 

activism and staunch leadership in the fight for equity and justice. Whether it's through 

organizing protests, lobbying for policy change, or creating impactful art and media, there 

are countless ways these activists make a difference. 

 

This is an opportunity for these outstanding individuals to be recognized for their 

dedicated advocacy and achievements on a national stage alongside other NAACP Image 

Awards winners. Do you know someone who fits the mold? 

 

The deadline for nominations is January 26, 2024, so get yours in today!  

• Nominate someone for Activist of the Year here. 

• Nominate someone for Youth Activist of the Year here. 

   

 

 

HANDS OFF OUR HEALTHCARE 
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For many American families, Medicaid serves as a crucial lifeline, providing access to 

essential healthcare services year after year. Unfortunately, when pandemic protections 

for Medicaid expired on April 1, 2023, this vital access was put in serious jeopardy. As a 

result, millions of adults and children faced the termination of their Medicaid coverage, 

with communities of color disproportionately bearing the brunt of this crisis. 
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We joined a coalition of human and civil rights organizations to develop state-focused 

Medicaid scorecards designed to track this crisis, hold our elected officials accountable, 

and advocate for health care for ALL. Each governor has been graded based on their 

protection of our communities following the end of PHE. 

 

Grade Structure: 

A = Passing 

I = Incomplete 

F = Failing 

   

 

  
 

 

  
 

    

  
 

      

 
Please pass this email on to someone you know who needs to be part of this movement for justice and equality.  

 
Was this email forwarded to you? 

Add your name here to make sure you receive all the important NAACP updates.  

 

Purchase NAACP merchandise from the NAACP store.  
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